CONCORDAT BETWEEN THE FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY
AND
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES COORDINATING BODY ON FOOD &
TRADING STANDARDS (LACOTYS)

Introduction

1. This Concordat sets out an agreed framework for co-operation between the Food
Sandards Agency and the Locd Authorities Co-ordinating Body on Food and Trading
Sandards (LACQOTYS). It isnot alegdly binding agresment or a contract between the Food
Sandards Agency and LACOTS, nor is it intended to cover every detalled aspect of the
relaionship between the two organisations Rather, it is a Satement of the prindples which
will guide working leve rdations between the Food Standards Agency and LACOTS to
ensure Uffident communication and co-ordination to endble each to discharge thar
respective responghilities effectivey. The Concordat is dso intended to contribute to
meeting the nead for the Food Standards Agency to promote links with other organistions
to ensure effective conaultation, as specified in the Food Standards Act 1999. The
Concordat cannot override the Satutory duties and powers of the Food Standards Agency.
The concordat will be published.

General Principles

2. The Chief Executive of the Food Standards Agency, and the Executive Director of
LACQOTS jointly &firm ther commitment, in the interests of food safety and consumer
protection, to develop effective working reationships so asto ensure that both organisations
odiver the best posshle savice . Officds will continue to maintain regular contact (both
formd and informd) in order to discuss busness of mutud interes. Good communication
will be essentid to effective working within and between both organisations

3. In paticular, the Food Standards Agency and LACOTS agree:



to kegp each other promptly and regularly informed about dl work in which the
other organisation has an interes;

to give gppropriate condderation to each othersviews

to request advice and information in good time, together with an account of its
expected use;

to inform the other organistion without dday of any rdevant information which
would require their action;

to provide each other with as full and open access as possble, to rdevant stentific,
technicd and pdlicy information, and research and survelllance findings,

to pursue opportunities for joint planning and to co-operate fully where joint
programmes or initiatives are gopropriate.

FSA and LACOTS Responsibilities

4, The remits of the Food Standards Agency and LACOTS are st out in Annex A.
The gengrd arrangements through which the Food Standards Agency will routindy exercise
its functions and responghilities with regard to its links with loca authorities are contained in
Annex B. The Food Standards Agency will discharge these functions and responsibilitiesin
accordance with this Concordat and follow any rdevant centrd government guidance
goplicable to dedlingswith locd authorities

5. In addition to regular informd contect & officid levd, the Food Stlandards Agency

and LACOTS will hold twice yearly hilaterd srategy meetings between representatives of
the Food Standards Agency and LACOTS.

Operation and Review of Concor dat

6. The Food Standards Agency and LACOTS are committed, wherever possible, to
solving any disagreements under this Concordat through normd adminidraive channds



7. Amendmentsto this Concordat may be made a any time by agreement between the
Food Standards Agency and LACOTS. This Concordat will be kept under regular review
a intervds to be agreed between the Food Standards Agency and LACOTS and be
updated in the light of experience of its operation and practice

(Sgnaure) ..........cceeeen (Sgnature)...............
Chief Executive Executive Director
Food Standards Agency. LACOTS



Annex A: The Remits of the Food Standards Agency and LACOTS

The Remit of the Food Standar ds Agency

The main objective of the Food Standards Agency is to protect public hedth from risks
which may aise in connection with the consumption of food, induding risks caused by the
way inwhich it is produced or supplied, and otherwise to protect the interests of consumers
in relation to food.

Under the Food Standards Act 1999, the Agency  has respongibility for the development of
food palicy and for the provison of advice, information and asssance in repect of meatters
connected with food safety, or other interests of consumers in rdation to food, to public
authorities and to the generd public or to individuds and bodies who are nat public
authorities

The Remit of The Local Authorities Co-ordinating Body on Food &
Trading Standards (LACOTYS)

LACOTS oveadl am is to enhance the qudity of trading dandards and food law
enforcement by loca autharities within the United Kingdom through drategies desgned to
promote co-ordingtion, congstency and good practice.

In rdlation to the Food Standards Agency, LACOTS will represent the interests of UK locd
government, ensuring its views are co-ordinated, where gppropriate with the locd authority
Asoddions  LACOTS will offer leadership, co-ordingtion and support to fadlitate
enforcement congstency by locd authorities. It will dso provide important informetion to
locd authorities to ensure the effectiveness of enforcement and give advice on maters
revant to locd implementation of legidation.



LACOTS on behdf of locd government will chdlenge other bodies, which might indude the
Food Sandards Agency, and locd authorities where it is conddered necessary and
agoproprigte having regard to the cdllective interests of UK locd government and the
effectiveness of regulatory services



Annex B: Arrangements through which the Food Standards
Agency will exercise its functions and responsibilities in respect of

itslinkswith local authorities

LA Enforcement Framework Agreament

The Locd Authority Enforcement Liasson Group, assodated Sub Groups and liason
groupsin Scatland, Waes and Northern Irdand

Satutory consultetion

Satutory Codes of Practice issued under section 40 of the Food Safety Act 1990,
Article 39 of the Food Safety (NI) Order 1991 and associated guidance on food law
enforcement

Fadlitating update Seminars and Traning events for LA food sarvice manegers ad
enforcement officars.

Provison of timdy information and advice on technicd and legidaion issues
Liason with loca authority representative organisations and professond bodies
Savicelevd agreament onthe LACOTSrdle asthe UK Single Liaison Body

| dentification of enforcement burdens and associated resource requirements arisng from
legidation and food control meesures

Powers of Direction and Default (FSA 1999)
Effective communicaion linkswith locd authorities

Exploring mechaniams to provide effective support to locd authorities in ther
enforcament adtivities



